
Prestonville Community Association Committee Meeting Minutes 

22 November 2012 – 48 Stafford Road, Brighton 

Present: Richard Denyer-Bewick, Martin Poole, Martin Moore, Jannet King, Marek Kohn,  

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr Mike Jones, Alison Whiteoak, Dinah Tracey 

2. Minutes – approved 

3. Matters arising  

RD-B to draft a document setting out procedure for meetings, elections etc. 

RD-B to put explanation on Postblog of cycle lane on Old Shoreham Road – that white 
lines are not there on certain sections with the intention of making drivers more wary. Not 
been done in a city environment before, but it will be independently audited to assess 
safety and effectiveness. 

PCA noticeboards (outside Hall, and Plumbers Merchant) JK has obtained perspex covers 
obtained from Brighton & Hove Plastics. Total cost (incl. VAT) £48.  

John Lovatt / Brighton Society Memorial. JK was been in email contact with Malcolm 
Dawes, of Brighton Society, about them contributing towards an enlarged noticeboard 
outside Booth Museum as a memorial for John Lovatt. They can only contribute £50, of the 
total cost quoted of £350. So it was decided to put the idea into ‘abeyance’, which 
presumably means we could revive it at some later date. 

4. Wistons Clinic  
A meeting had been held on 5 October with Wiston’s staff, local residents, representatives 
from Brighton Feminists Group. Cllr Kennedy, Caroline Lucas MP, Chief Inspector Bruce 
Matthews, Revd Martin Poole. 

Police reported that there was nothing much they could do, although they do now have a 
protest liaison officer. Section 2.2.2 of the Public Nuisance Act was mentioned, which 
allows Council to ban protests, if enough locals register concern. Community Safety Team 
claimed they had contacted 1,000 homes in the area, but had only had 10 responses. But 
everyone queried that because no-one at meeting knew of anyone who had been 
consulted.  

Cllr Amy Kennedy said she would set up petition of people in the area to find out general 
views.  

The idea of having a debate on free speech had been discussed at the meeting, and 
everybody was generally agreeable to the PCA setting it up. But Wiston’s said they 
wouldn’t share a platform with Abort67, as did the Brighton Feminists Group.  

Email on 1/11/12 from CL’s office said that they were arranging meeting with 
Community Safety Team. 

Charlotte Rowle from Panorama had spoken to RD-B. Had been researching a programme 
for a number of months, and it was not necessarily focusing on Brighton. RD-B, MK and 
MM had all had informal discussions with Charlotte regarding the view of the PCA and 
some personal contributions. Charlotte to contact us if she wishes to include a formal 
statement in the programme.  



The meeting discussed whether the PCA should host a public meeting on the issue of free 
speech and the right to protest. MK proposed a local meeting for local people, to give 
people a chance to air their views. It was agreed that this be held in February and 
combined with the PCA AGM (see end of minutes for date). 
MM will contact Amy Kennedy about the petition – and what it says.  
MK to draft text for use in promoting the AGM and note down some ideas as to how such 
a meeting might work for circulation to the committee.  

5. Big Freeze 
MP has created a document as a guideline for people who want to do ‘befriending’, with 
guidelines on what the role might involve, and what people should not get involved in.  
We are not able to share the Impectus23 insurance, so need to organise our own.  

MP going to look into whether the Church public liability insurance would cover it.  

RD-B said that he also thought we should have employer’s liability insurance to cover the 
volunteer injuring themselves in the line of duty.  

RD-B to ask PG to look into is as a matter of urgency (probably along the lines of that 
obtained by the THGI).  

MP to email everybody who registered as a helper to check that they are still willing to 
help in the even of bad weather. And will ask them if they are interested in other forms of 
befriending.  

6. Seven Dials Consultation  
MK explained how he, MM and MP had gone to a meeting in late October, organised by 
Millie Ferguson. A lot of people spoke out against the proposal. MK was careful to make 
the point that the PCA generally supported the scheme.  

Montpelier & Clifton Hill Association has come out against any scheme that will result in 
congestion on adjacent streets. A petition has been raised to that effect, with approx 400 
signatures to date, MK believes. Need 1,200 to get it raised as a Council meeting.  

MK proposed the following, which was passed unanimously: 

The Prestonville Community Association welcomes the Seven Dials Project proposals: 
we believe they have the potential to create a safer junction, to make it easier for people 
on foot to use, and to improve the quality of the site as a public space. 

We look forward to seeing the proposals once they have been revised in the light of the 
public consultation, and to further constructive discussions with the Council about 
them. 

MK to put it on website. JK to send to Robin Reed and three Councillors.  
To be presented to the final stakeholders meeting on 17 December.  

7. Prestonville Friend  
Gill Hasson sent email explaining that the Prestonville Friend was not proving profit-
making and they were going to reduce it to four issues a year from the beginning of 2013. 
She also asked us to contribute £31.50 for our page.  It was agreed that we would do this.  

JK to email Gill Hasson re deadline for January issue, and booking a page.  
MK to write text explaining the purpose of the public meeting we are planning to hold in 
conjunction with our AGM (see below for date of meeting).  



8. Carols – 6.00, Sunday 16 December.  
MM to get the necessary materials out of Sara’s cellar. 
MP to get mince pies on sale or return.  144 mince pies.  
MP to supply thermos flasks. 
MM to buy everything else.  
RD-B to help on the day.  
JK will do poster, laminate and distribute it. (perhaps with help from MM) 

9. Friends of Dyke Road Park 
Latest campaign is to raise money for benches to go in the rose garden. JK has started this 
off with an article in the December Prestonville Friend. Council quote £921 on their website. 
Could try and purchase them more cheaply, but they will need to be professionally 
installed, with levelling, paving and bolts. 

10. THGI  
The Church PCC has extended the period for THGI to raise funds to end January.  
£120,000 has been raised by share sales. About 15% of households have contributed.  

11. PCA Finances 
PCA bank account balance 1460 
   FoDRP general funds  (291) 
   FoDRP Community Garden fund (estimated)  (176) 
PCA funds available   993 

It was worked out that with the additional cost of the Prestonville Friend (c. £190 p.a.), 
stationery (est. £30 p.a.) and the possible cost of public liability insurance, the PCA needs 
c. £500 a year to operate.  

There was a motion for the PCA to purchase shares in the Hall Get Involved project and a 
question about whether this could legally happen or whether a donation could be given in 
support of the effort. Agreement on the issue was not reached at the meeting and RD-B 
suggested we defer the decision as not all members of the committee were present. MM to 
investigate the process for doing this and then all to discuss by email.   

JK to add Fundraising to next agenda.  

MM will check the legal situation regarding a charity purchasing shares in THGI.  

12. A.O.B. 

London Road Station site – MM to email us the link enabling us to object to the 
development of the land there. 

RD-B informed the PCA that he would be stepping down from the Committee at the 
AGM. Discussion about how nominations would need to be sought for all committee 
positions.  

Date of next Committee meeting: 17 January  

AGM: Proposed date of Monday 11 February, 7.30pm, to be combined with public meeting about 
the issue of free speech. Date was subsequently unavailable and new date proposed:   
Thursday 21 February, 7.30pm, Exeter Street Hall  

MP invited all PCA Committee 15 December, 7.00 for drinks. RSVP to Martin Poole. 


