
Friends of Dyke Road Park 
Minutes of Open Meeting held 6 December 2011 
Dyke Road Park Café 
 
Present: 
Alison Whiteoak, Jannet King, Corinna Hattersley, Penny Gillis, Martin Baron, Jeremy Cartland, 
Fiona Goffe, Judith Bradshaw, Dinah Tracey 
 
Apologies 
Lyn-Smith, Alison Plaumer, Abi Denyer-Bewick, Linda Stringer, Cllr Alex Phillips 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Approved 
 
Matters arising from Minutes 
 
Safety on path – someone from Council has been tasked to repair the path. JK pointed out that 
there was a pile of bricks hidden under one of the hedges. 
 
Big Tidy Up – Alison W had discussed doing another one with Garry Meyer. He had discussed it 
with the school and it was felt that the beginning of the Easter Term (mid-April) would be best. 
Once we have a date, Penny Gillis will contact Stanford Infants and Juniors.  
 
Rob Jarrett had said he would raise the problem of the littering with the Newman Board of 
Governors (on which he sits). AW to approach him to see if he can put any pressure on them to do 
something.  
 
The meeting felt very strongly that the anti-social behaviour (smoking, spitting and littering) of 
some of the Year 11 pupils was giving the school a very bad name, and that it was totally 
inappropriate for them to be allowed off the school premises at break and lunchtime for that reason. 
 
Facebook page – CH to signpost people belonging to the ‘inclusive’ Facebook Group, to the 
‘administered’ Facebook Page on which announcements and reports are made. 
 
Alternative meeting time  - 6 people had responded to CH’s email. Most said keep meeting time 
the same. 
 
1. Craft Fair  
Takings (profit): £225 
Lovely atmosphere. Must do it again. 
Christmas logs sold well. Chutney sold well. 
 
2. Forthcoming events 
Possible Dog Show (Olympics?). FG to contact Alan of AllSorts Dog Rescue about possibilities.  
 
Would like to do something on May Bank Holiday.  
 
Big Tidy Up (see above). 
 
To be discussed further. 
 



2. Finances 
As at 6 December 2011 
Income 

Community Picnic (May 2011)  77.77

Dog Show (Sept 2011)  82.78

Quiz Night refreshments (Oct 2011)  33.50

Craft Fair  225.00

Roses Fund Donations  110.00

Total incoming  529.05

Outoings 

Bone meal  10.00

Blutac, laminating pouches  38.38

Land Registry fee   12.00

Celebration roses (to be paid)  158.04

Total outgoing  218.42

Current balance  310.63

Ear‐marked for additional roses  200.46

Amount available for general expenditure  110.17

  
 
3. Community Carols  
Carols will be outside Chimney House on Sunday 11 December at 6.00, followed by mulled wine 
and mince pies in the Exeter Street Hall.  
 
MB and DT to sell the remaining crafts (which JK will bring) to raise money for FoDRP.  
 
4. Film Club 
£80 has been raised from members to purchase a Licence, which has now been sent with an invoice 
for £96 (which includes VAT). Need to find two new members.  
Possible venues: Café in the Park would be £60 an evening in winter, but £20 in summer, during 
normal café opening times.  
Other possible venues to be considered, e.g. Chimney House. MB to investigate. 
 
5. Vegetable Garden 
Have heard from Alex Phillips (after meeting with Gillian Marston (Head of City Infrastructure, 
responsible for parks) that the Council are not now totally against the idea. Ann Baldridge at 
Harvest has drawn up agreement. 
a. Need PCA to agree to be formally responsible 
b. Need public liability insurance 
c. Details of how often we have gardening days etc 
Alison has meeting set up on 14 December, 4.30 at Café. Anyone else is welcome to come. 
It would be interesting to establish whether the grant cheque Harvest sent FoDRP earlier in the year 
is still valid. 
 
6. Roses 
Celebration roses have been ordered by Alan Griffiths for £158.04.  
He is getting for a price on a further 24 roses. 
 



Some people expressed the opinion that the Council should keep us better informed of their plans 
for the park. They were surprised to find remaining roses being removed from square beds, 
although we had been made aware on several occasions that this was going to happen at some point. 
 
CH to email Alan Griffiths to ask if it would be possible to have a monthly update on their 
intentions for the park. Councillor Rob Jarrett to be copied in.  
 
7. Work Day 
No Work Day in December. Next one is 21 January 2012, when we will be pruning roses. 
JK, DT, CH to get instructions from Steve on how he would like the beds pruned. 
 
8. Coffee Morning 
Vahid has decided that dogs aren’t allowed in the café extension and it is too cold to sit outside, so 
difficult to have the coffee morning. Going to try and get him to change his mind. 
 
9. Big Freeze Scheme 
The PCA and St Luke’s are organising a Good Neighbour Scheme. Leaflets have been distributed, 
helped by many FoDRP members. 
 
10. AOB 
Jeremy Cartland explained that he is intending to set up a Prestonville Book Club, probably at the 
Chimney House in the New Year.  
 
Date of next meeting 
It was decided that first Tuesday in January was too close to New Year. So the first formal meeting 
of the year will be Tuesday 6 February 2011 


